
Due to a permit renewal, a permittee's permit is reviewed to determine if it 
is in compliance with all currently applicable standards, including base 
numeric nutrient standards. 

Assumes that nutrient 
standards and their 

implementation 
procedures have been 

adopted into rule 

2. Based on a preliminary review, does 
it appear that the permittee can meet 
the base numeric nutrient standards? 

NO YES/MAYBE ; 

3. DONE. Temporary 
Nutrient Criteria not 
required. 

l 
4. Are there alternatives to discharging (e.g., 
compliance schedule, discharge elimination, land 
application, total or seasonal retention), or can the 
discharge be reduced? (based on a thorough 
alternatives analysis.) 

NO YES/MAYBE -:::-----1 

5. DONE. Community implements the altemative(s). 
Temporary Nutrient Criteria not required. 

Trading 
IS 

optional 

I 

/ 

6. Are there viable (i.e., cost effective) 
nutrient trading options (point or non­
point) available to the community 
consistent with DEQ 's trading policy? 

NO YES/MAYBE 

7. Can nutrient 
trading completely 

offset the community's 
pending nutrient 

waste load 
allocation? 

I----<~- N 0 YES 

8. DONE. Community implements trading 
with point and/or non-point trading partner, 
and trade conditions are enforced in the 
MPDES permit (see DEQ's trading policy 
and trading implementation guidance). 

Temporary Nutrient Criteria not required. 

,-----'-. ___ ! 
9. Community evaluates whether they are or are not 
eligible for temporary nutrient criteria. 

10. What is the community's current waste water rate 
compared to the community's current median household 
income? Are the economic impacts substantial and widespread? 

NO YES ,_____, _____ ;. :S I% 
~ 

> 1.0% 

11. Will the cost of going all the way to LOT 
result in substantial and widespread impacts? 
NO YES 

'' 

14. Remedy C. Community is eligible for temporary 
nutrient criteria (aka affordability variance from base 
numeric nutrient standards) based on economic hardship. 

12. Remedy A. Temporary 
nutrient criteria concentrations 
and load will then equate to the 
limits of technology (LOT). 

Since they are already paying > I% MHI for sewer, 
The temporary nutrient criteria would be set equal to 
concentrations and load from whatever wastewater 
treatment system they have or are required to upgrade to due 
to other standards requirements 

13. Remedy B. Community is eligible for temporary 
nutrient criteria (aka affordability variance from base 
numeric nutrient standard) based on economic hardship. 

The temporary nutrient criteria will equate to the 
concentrations and load resulting from the technology, 
trading offset, or combination actions that bring new user 
rates (after actions are complete) to 1.0% MHI. 

15. Done. Concentrations and loads from each 
remedy are adopted into rule by the Department 
after a public hearing. The temporary nutrient 
criteria are subject to periodic review to assure 
that the justification for them is still reasonable 
( e.g., no new cost effective nutrient removal 
technologies have come along since the last re­
justification ). 
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